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Help us keep coronavirus out of school 
Take part in twice weekly rapid Covid-19 home testing  
 
Households with school-age children can now test themselves twice a week from home using rapid Covid-19 home testing 
kits.  
  
With up to one in three individuals with coronavirus showing no symptoms, it means some can potentially spread  
Covid-19 without knowing it. Regular testing of people who are unable to stay at home and don’t have symptoms means 
that people with Covid-19 can be detected early and can self-isolate. 
 
As children and young people return to the classroom, we need to be sure that potential Covid-19 cases are found as 
quickly as possible and that measures are put in place to prevent them from spreading throughout the school community. 
Although cases are declining generally, we all need to continue to play our part to keep the virus under control and ensure 
children and young people can remain in education. 
  
Rapid Covid-19 home testing kits will be available for asymptomatic: 
 

• adults living in households with primary and secondary-age pupils, including their childcare and support bubbles; 
• school staff and adults working in the wider school community, including bus drivers and after school club leaders, 

as well as members of their households. 
 
Testing is for adults only. Secondary school and college pupils will also undertake regular testing which will be provided via 
their school or college. Primary school pupils are not being offered rapid testing at this time but parents and carers should 
access a PCR Covid-19 lab test for them via the national booking system if they develop symptoms. 
 
To find out where you can collect home test kits, visit: 
https://find-covid-19-rapid-test-sites.maps.test-and-trace.nhs.uk/ 
 
If you are unable to collect, you can order online to be delivered to your home: 
https://www.gov.uk/order-coronavirus-rapid-lateral-flow-tests or by calling 119.  
  
You do not need to book an appointment or provide ID to collect your home testing kits. Each test kit contains seven 
lateral flow tests and instructions. You can get up to 28 tests at a time depending on the size of your household. The test 
usually involves taking a sample from your throat and from your nose, using a swab. You can get a result in 30 minutes.  
 
Rapid tests don’t identify all cases of Covid-19, so if your home rapid Covid-19 test is negative, it its vital you continue to 
follow government guidelines of social distancing, wearing face coverings and sanitising hands. If the test is positive, you 
should inform your child’s school or college and self-isolate immediately with the rest of your household. You will be 
required to take a lab PCR Covid-19 test to confirm the result – you can book this at: https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-
test or call 119.  If you have coronavirus symptoms get a lab PCR Covid-19 test. 
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